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“Reunion,” the play by Jack Kyrieleison (above), centers on Harry Hawk,
the actor on stage at Ford’s Theatre when President Lincoln was shot.

Play at Ford’s Theatre
1S union of fact. fiction

By Michele Reaves
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ore than a century after

the assassination of

President Lincoln,

Harry Hawk — the actor
who witnessed the historic shooting
from center stage — returns to
Ford’s Theatre.

Hawk is resurrected in play-
wright Jack Kyrieleison's “Reunion:
A Musical Epic in Miniature,” play-
ing through June 18 at Ford’s.

“When I researched the assassi-
nation, I found a playbill from ‘Our
American Cousin, ” says Mr.
Kyrieleison, a Kensington resident.
“I learned the actor onstage was
Harry Hawk. The moment the
assassination occurred, he delivered
his last line, which was the punch
line. It turned into a footnote.”

A narrative of the Civil War, this
play within a play, introduces Hawk
— portrayed by James Judy — as the
manager of a vaudeville troupe. The
show, performed in 19th-century
theater style, uses posters, magic
lanterns, music-hall and minstrel
tunes, and melodrama to re-enact the
Union’s struggle for victory as seen

through the eyes of its key players.

Initially, “I was trying to come
from both [the Union and the Con-
federate] sides. The first draft
reflected that,” Mr. Kyrieleison says,
recalling the mammoth size of his
original manuscript.

But the Union's struggle to win
amid changing generals and other
weaknesses drew the rookie play-
wright to tell the story from the
Union’s perspective, he says.

“I'd like [the audience] to under-
stand how unlikely it was that the
Union would prevail, how close the
Union came to falling apart,” Mr.
Kyrieleison says.

Diaries, letters, memoirs and
books written by more than 75 eye-
witnesses, including Union Gen.
George McClellan, black leader
Frederick Douglass, writers
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Louisa
May Alcott, and abolitionist Harri-
et Tubman, serve as the base for the
dialogue.

For three years, Mr. Kyrieleison
scoured libraries across the country
for these firsthand accounts.

A longtime actor before he wrote

see CIVIL, page D5
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James Judy (left) is Harry Hawke, the manager of a vaudeville troupe, in
“Reunion,” which also stars Ric Ryder (center) and Joe Cassidy.



(Wwoo si@xyo ' MMM 10) 9965
-GS6/008 '0059-812/€0.L *INOHd
ev$ 01 L2F *SLINIIL

gl sunp ybBnoiyy Aepung 'wd 0g:g
puUE 'ya8m 1xau jdaoxs “Aepsiny ]
‘wrd | ‘mosowo) 1daoxs ‘Aepung
yBnoiyy Aepsany ‘w'd 0g:/ NIHM
(610" 811BBUISPIOS MMM) AN

1S UI0L L LG "8lesy ) Spi0S :JHIHM
SAnjeIUly

ul o1d3 |eoiSN Y (UOWUNSH,, UAYHM

‘'sAes 2y 'SIYSLI 913 10) pa
-jerjo8au pue Jeonpoad [BIISW0Dd
§.MOUS AUl pafeo ‘U mes A3y,

“JJB1S §,pI0,
Jo uonuayk ayl 0} Lefd a1y JYSnoaq
‘urRJIBYURIAl Ul P2sO[D MOUs ayl
Joye Aep 2y urreadde ‘Mataal aall
-1sod s aadedsmau YIOX MIN Y
'sARS 0 , ‘UOTBUISSBSSE
ay} punoJe SunpAue Sulop ur paisa
~I91UT 10U SEM IO, 18yl uotssaadun
-S1u1 911 U91105 MOLSLUOS PR BM,,
‘IOURYD )
PasSIW A[TRIU 1IN ‘2NBIYT, S, P10
1e padeys aq 01 Aejd syl pauem
shemie I SABS UOSID[ATIAY I
JUOTenIIs 91T Mm-pur-yoe[q
SIPI[OUOW B J0U SBM [T [IALD
ay1], 'ses ay noge (e si Aed
913 JeUM JO BAPI STIOJUOLIS UB 9ARS
Jwopsad J10] A1) amed UL, .

_ ‘a8essau s11 A1
-JB[2 03 UIBU 2] 95URYD 01 papIoap
UOSIA[OLIA I]AL INq ‘OWBU [BUISIIO
3y} Jopun paonpoad sem Aefd ay L,

"SUDTSTASI PajRl
-0QRI[00 18} W] Pawio] ‘apn [eu

18110 s deqd ay [ Swopaaa g 1oy A1)
Nuey a4L,, ‘YeIp ysnod siy peai oy
NEF[OH TN PaYSE UOSIA[aLIAY I\
Ia1Lm B Se ANIqe sty sungnodg

"sABS UOSTA[ALIAY I, 'SIead majised

AL I19A0 SMOUS UazZop-Jiey & Ajqeqoad

U0 1912501 PayIom PeY | pue uoy,,
RIS

Bl uolfuuses, auyozznisny efew Ag cioud

MIN UT JIMDIID 121BaY) Y} SUIOM
A[IYM 10IDTTP  SU0TUNDY,, ‘PIBB[OH]

U0y Jouutm paeamy Auol 19w o
1811418 dnayew 0apIA pue Wiy [B20]

CednjeILIp Ul 01d3 [BaISNI Y (UoIUNay,, ul yBumwnid [eqiuuey si (Jubu) |leAGIS sewer

B ‘[[2pun 2[2U1 ‘s s1y 1o ay
‘AI[IAN20Y Ul aajeaty], Jauurc] umb
-adeH 1ounjap-mou e Aueduwod (eu
18110 3yl U1 [[I¥s Sy suneanin)
'SABS ‘GF ‘UOSIA[IAY N
‘s1aAme] uoldurysepy Jo uoidal v 8ul
-utof 0) ABMm STY U0 1SOUSIDS [RORI[0d
B SB 9J1] AW WOo.j pa.Inojap pue pea|
a3 108 pue Aeqd e 10j Ino paty I,
Janamoy ‘aandadsaad siy pagueyd
‘puelAIRI JO AJSIDAIUN AY] daeUW
euwie siy e Aepd e ur ajoa peaj ayy
durpuer] 01L0SI(] AY) Ut sfeuoissajosd
pero-ms ay utol 0y pauuerd ay ‘Sutidg
JOATIS U [00YydS YSI Jre[g Alowod
-JUOAL Jo alenpeas Y ‘[e0S J1aaled [eU
-[3L10 STY 10U Sem 38e)S ay) uo Iy
. auiT) awes ay] Je Sunlm pue sul
-1oe 211 Joj pred aq 01 201U aq p[nom
11 y8noyy isnf 1,, 'sSuos gz pue
SO0 XIS SISBO( MOU MOUS asoym
‘uosIa[aLIfy I\ sAes [Biq awiedaq
11 pue ‘[[ews slysis Aw 398 ,,
MOYS UBW-0Mm) B Suneado Aq Jios
-wTy J10J ¥J0M 2J0W I)BIUIF 01 pa
-Juem 0s[e J0)oe durstidaalua ay g,
‘s&es 9y Jayeat]) ul [paisjjo
s1] 107 B 10U Ing ‘[31 UT PIISaIANUT]
J0UIIPNE JSBA B SI 219y} [smoys]
JEM [IAID 913 Inoge 1ysnoq suraq
SEUIY] JO SWIN[OA IS A} 1SN,
13)Balf) LLISPOUL UT PIOA B [[Y 01 109foad
ST} uedaq UOSIA[ALIAN N ‘SoLIas
«TBM TIATD SUL,, Suang Uay] Jayeur
-wy Adejuswmodop Aq patidsug
‘sfes ay ,‘Bunpiue Les ju
-pmom [YmeE] ‘SSUT[aa) sUmMps 01
a0UaIJAP JO IN(),, 'SARS UOSI[ALLAY
I ‘UjodUIr JO UOIJBUISSBSSE



