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Theater
Civil War
Musical

Resonates
At Ford’s

‘Reunion’ Offers an
Affecting History

By Nerson PressLEy -
Special to The Washington Fost

1f documentary filmmaker Ken
Burns ever wrote a musical, it
might look and sound a lot like
“Reunion,” the new Civil War
show at Ford's Theatre. Burns's
methodical, scholarly style is all
over “Reunion,” which makes it
peculiar theatrically. But the mu-
sical sometimes manages to be
captivating anyway as it uses ar-
chival material—writings from at
least 75 named sources, plus peri-
od songs—in its sweep from the
war's beginnings through Lin-
‘eoln’s assassination.

BY STAN BAROUH
The play's Civil War vignettes
feature period music and other
archival material.

What to call such a piece? Docu-
musical seems righi, but “Re-
union” creator Jack Kyrieleison
subtitles it “A Musical Epic in
Miniature,” the “miniature” re-
ferring to the show’s small scale.
Six versatile singer-actors play the
six versatile singer-actors of a
scrappy late-19th-century travel-
ing troupe led by Harry Hawk, the
real-life performer who happened

See THEATER, C5, Col. 2
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